Diseases of the Heart and Circulation by Goodyer, Allan V. N.
BOOK REVIEWS
DISEASES OF THE HEART AND CIRCULATION. By Paul Wood. Philadelphia,
J. B. Lippincott Company, 1956. 2d ed. 934 pp. $15.00.
This book represents an expanded and drastically revised version of an
earlier (1950) edition which gained wide recognition. The author, who is a
leading British cardiologist, has compressed his extensive clinical experi-
ence into a well-written, informative account which is a model of concise-
ness and clarity. He has organized his material according to physiological
and etiological considerations, rather than according to morbid anatomy.
This arrangement allows the author to explore his deep interest and special
experience in rheumatic and congenital heart disease and the special
methods, such as cardiac catheterization, related thereto. These chapters are
outstanding. On the other hand, this technique also leads to somewhat
abbreviated treatment of some of the more unusual or anatomically oriented
aspects of heart disease such as myocarditis, pericarditis, and subacute bac-
terial endocarditis. Peripheral vascular disease is not covered, the term
"circulation" in the title having a physiological connotation. There is, for a
general textbook, an unusually good section on radiographic diagnosis, but
only the usual abbreviated section on electrocardiography. Every chapter
contains repeated astute, concise, and practical clinical observations, which
(in the words of the author) "maintain a balance between bedside medicine
and special tests." Plentiful illustrations further clarify an already lucid text.
References are abundant and the index is not only quite complete, but also
has been arranged for use in differential diagnosis.
This book is primarily intended for graduates particularly interested in
clinical cardiology, but it is of wide appeal to students and general internists
as well.
ALLAN V. N. GOODYER
CONGENITAL ANOMALIES OF THE VISCERA: THEIR EMBRYOLOGICAL BASIS.
By J. Lewis Bremer. Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1957. 187 pp.
$5.00.
Congenital Anomtalies of the Viscera is a superb book. It is the only
modern textbook presentation of this subject and is presented in orderly
delineation with great clarity and economy of text and illustration. The
author intends that it supplement the medical school course in normal
embryology as a text for "the graduate in medicine who is starting an in-
ternship or residency in pediatrics, and for one already engaged in the prac-
tice of this branch of medicine." This breadth of scope makes its pedagogi-
cal design interesting, for the necessarily traditional "review that is in
order" can be accomplished without obfuscation of the real subject matter
by extraneous verbiage on background material. Were it not for the absence
of chapters on cleavage, fetal membranes, etc., the book would be adequate
as an embryology text. Just as pathology tends to make normal anatomy,
histology, and physiology better understood, so, too, is a knowledge of nor-
mal development enhanced by a comprehension of the dynamics of mal-
formation. Moreover, a sympathy for the general types of events that lead
to anomalies is cultivated in order that "From the knowledge of these
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